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CONPIDENTIAL NOUAKCHOTT 1472 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, MR, FR, SS 

SUBJ: SAHARA WATCH: POLISARIO ALIVE AND KICKING 

1 . POLLOWING SERIES OP MINOR RAIDS IN MAURITANIA IN MID-MAY 
POLISARIO IS BELIEVED TO HAVE ATTEMPTED SABOTAGE OP ZOUERATE- 
NOUADHIBOU RAILROAD. AMBUSH BAILED WHEN SNIM STOPPED RUNNING 
TRAINS FOR FOUR-DAY PERIOD. ON MAY 26, MAURITANIAN PORCES 
DISCOVERED EXPLOSIVES ON RAIL LINE. THESE APPARENTLY BAILED 

TO DETONATE WHEN TRAIN PASSED OVER THEM. THERE ARE RUMORS 
AROUND TOWN THAT POLISARIO COLUMN PENETRATED AS FAR AS BENI 
CHAAB 130 KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OP NOUAKCHOTT. THIS REPORT 
LIKE THAT OP ATTACK ON BIR MOGHREIN REPORTED TWO-THREE DAYS AGO, 
UNCONPIRMED. 

2. WELL INPORMED SOURCES HERE NOTE THAT POLISARIO IS HEAVILY 
DUG IN AT OUM DREIGA IN MOROCCAN PORTION OP SAHARA AND ALSO 
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MAINTAINS SOME SORT OP BASE NEAR AUSERT IN MAURITANIAN POR- 
TION (TIRIS EL GHARBIA). MOROCCANS SAID TO HAVE MOUNTED MAJOR 
OPERATION AGAINST OUM DREIGA CONCENTRATION IN APRIL, PORCEING 
POLISARIO TO ABANDON AREA TEMPORARILY. HOWEVER, GUERRILLAS 
NOW SAID TO BE BACK THERE IN PORCE AND TO BE ABLE TO DEPEND 
THEMSELVES AGAINST LESS THAN FULL SCALE ATTACKS. MAY 4 
JAGUAR BOMBARDMENT OP OUM DREIGA APPARENTLY FAIT ED TO DIS- 
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LODGE POLISARIO. THIS IS FIRST TIME THAT THERE HAS BEEN 
SOLID INEORMATION OF JAGUARS STRIKING OUTSIDE MAURITANIA. 

3. FRENCH AIR FORCE PRESENCE IN MAURITANIA REMAINS EVUDENT. 

ON MAY 27, MEMBER OF EMBASSY STAFE OBSERVED THREE JAGUARS 
AT NOUADHIBOU. AIRCRAFT REMAINED THERE THROUGH- 
OUT STAFF MEMBER'S STAY MAY 27 INSTEAD OE ARRIVING ANDLEAVING 
QUICKLY AS IS USUALLY THE CASE. DESPITE MAURITANIAN ARMY'S 
IMPROVED CAPACITY FOR PATROLLING, OBSERVERS HERE 
AGREE THAT, WITHOUT FRENCH AIR FORCEDETER- 
RENT, MILITARY SITUATION WOULD BE VERY DIEFICULT FOR MAURI- 
TANIANS. DUNBAR 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COUNTERINSURGENCY, UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978NOUAKC01472 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780234-0336 

Format: TEL 
From: NOUAKCHOTT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780696/aaaadeoi.tel 

Line Count: 74 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 24853d92-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2490113 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SAHARA WATCH: POLISARIO ALIVE AND KICKING 
TAGS: MOPS, PINS, MR, FR, SS, Wl, POLISARIO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/24853d92-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



